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What Have We Been Learning – Year 1 Autumn Term 2018 (Sept – Oct)

We have had a very busy half term. We have been working so hard on our spelling and reading
skills in RWI streaming lessons. We worked with Fred the frog to sound out new words, and
discovered with him the correct way of forming letters. We worked with partners to write new
words using our Fred fingers. Then we used our Fred Talk to check if they were correct. Aliens
were invited to most of our RWI lessons, therefore we made sure to read some nonsense words
that included our new sounds. We made sure to give them an Alien cheer every time we read
their words!
We constantly used our phonics knowledge to learn with Emily about the wonderful night time.
Emily kept sending us emails and messages inviting us on missions with her. In our missions, we
have been thinking of ways to help Emily to sort daytime animals and night-time animals.
Finally we set our Cameras in Emily's garden and used descriptive words to describe the
animals that visited her at night. We then named the animals and learned some facts about
them. We sure learned a lot about nocturnal animals!
We worked hard to orally compose then write sentences about nocturnal animals. In our
sentences, we practiced using capital letters, putting full stops and leaving finger spaces. We
also made fantastic attempts to sound out unknown words.
We then decided to point out our cameras to the sky and discover the night sky. We talked
about what our cameras had photographed. After that, we went further and brought our
telescopes to see the moon and the order of the planets. Writing with Emily was so much fun!
When we went on a Safari, we made sure to make a list of the items we would need to pack. We
searched for safari animals, talked about them and excitedly wrote about them. As we are now
safari experts, we will always love to go on a Safari!

Our Year One children have really enjoyed our topics in Maths
so far. We have learnt all about number place and value. Ordering numbers up to 20. The
children got involved in many mathematical activities! We regularly took the pupils outside for
our maths lessons and played a large game of ‘snakes and ladders’. Using large blow up dice, to
add the numbers together and learn how to count on. We have also covered adding and
subtracting and the children are now confident in solving simple additions up to 20. They used
class resources to help them find the answer, such as blocks, sweets and number lines.
The children were then given the topic of doubles. They learnt through song all about how we keep
the same number on each hand, and then count them up to find the answer. They worked with
pegs, buttons, abacuses and online games to find the answers. The pupils during this time were
also given the same equations, but rather than finding the answer, they had to fill in the missing
number of the question!

Shapes and symmetry was our next focus. We identified the shapes; rectangle, square, circle and
triangle. The children found the properties of the shapes, such as, how many sides and corners
they had. We then looked into the symmetry of shapes, and how to find the mirror line. Not all
shapes have symmetry. During this topic, we also learnt about Venn diagrams. Shapes can fit
into more than one category, some only in one. We got involved in class discussions of putting
ourselves in categories.
Our last topic of the term was numbers, written and digital. Adding 1 more and one less and
starting to think about how to estimate an amount.

This term in Science our main topic was On Safari, where the children focused on invertebrates. We began the topic through identifying and naming
a variety of common invertebrates by the amount of legs, body shape, colours and so forth. By the end of the lesson, children were able to label and write
about their chosen invertebrate and then tell their class about their invertebrate. After further looking into invertebrates, Year One children were able to
classify invertebrates and vertebrates. As a class we sorted them and then created our own invertebrate, either a bee or a ladybird. To do this we used
paper plates, paint, googly eyes, antennae’s and wings. The children thoroughly enjoyed creating their invertebrate and their craft turned out beautifully.
Next we looked at habitats, where children had to identify where different invertebrates live.
After going through the different invertebrates and their habitats, each child received a picture of a forest and pictures of different invertebrates. They had to identify the invertebrate and
place it where they believed they lived. They then described the type of habitat and discussed why each invertebrate lives in a different place. After looking at different types of habitats, we
began to focus on invertebrates in the ocean. In groups children created lovely posters, by making their own jelly fish, squids and octopuses, which allowed them to experiment with different
materials. Finally, after being aware of all the different types of invertebrates around the world, the children were ready to go on their own safari trip around the school locating invertebrates.

As our main topic this half term was On Safari, students had the chance to learn about
invertebrates and where they can be found around us in our daily life. Students went on a
nature walk around the school and observed different invertebrates that exist around us.
They went to the garden, football court, and playground. They reflected on which
invertebrate they observed and the location it was found in. Furthermore, they learned about
what habitats and microhabitats are and how different invertebrates/vertebrates belong to
each habitat. They sorted each vertebrate/invertebrate in there right habitat (forest, ocean,
desert, arctic), and microhabitat (anthill, beehive, pond, grass, etc.), and were able to
distinguish that sometimes the same vertebrates/invertebrates live in two different habitats
while others cannot. Finally, we briefly learned about fossils and what they are. Students
watched several documentaries and were able to recognize what the animal was by seeing
their fossils. They matched each animal with its fossil and wrote the name of this
vertebrate/invertebrate.

New Beginnings:
The theme offered children the opportunity to see themselves as valued individuals within a
community, and to contribute to shaping a welcoming, safe and fair learning community
for all. Throughout the theme children explored feelings of happiness and excitement,
sadness, anxiety and fearfulness, while learning (and putting into practice) shared models
for ‘calming down’ and ‘problem solving’. Lots of circle time in the classrooms and
discussion took place. Thechildren set their rules for ther classrooms and made promises.
At the end of the theme, the chidlren who were nominated for ‘New Beginings’ certificates
received their certificates during assembly.
Say no to bullying:
This theme aimed at focusing on bullying – what it is; how it feels; why people bully; how
we can prevent and respond to it; and how children can use their social, emotional and
behavioural skills to tackle this crucial problem. Lots of circle time and activities took place
classes, which the children thoroughly enjoyed. We read the story ‘Bucket Filling’ in one of
our assemblies and focused on learning how to be bucket fillers and avoid being bucket
dippers. We have taught the children the oath they should say to themselves every day. ‘I
promise to do my best, to be a bucket filler, at home, at school and everywhere I go.

It was a very musical half term for Year 1 as we explored
different ways of expressively using our voices and developing
singing skills. We were introduced to the stave, which is a set of five
horizontal lines and four spaces that each represents a different
musical pitch. We also learned how to keep a steady beat through
using different percussion instruments, which was extremely fun!
The half term was ended by practicing themed songs for an
upcoming celebration.

The first half term of PE was full of joy, excitement and fun in the water! We started off by doing
ice-breaking activities to feel comfortable in the water and get used to the pool. We then learnt
how to put our face into the water while holding our breath, and how to take a breath and exhale
under the water by blowing bubbles. Our lessons became even more fun when we started working on
our swimming skills by learning how to float on the surface of the water, and how to kick with our
legs when we are floating. We are so happy with all the skills and moves we learned that have
turned us into little dolphins!

For Art this half term, we learned all about primary and
secondary colours. We also learned how to create secondary
colours by mixing certain primary colours together, which was
very exciting! We reinforced our knowledge of primary and
secondary colours through different craft activities including
drawing and colouring snails, and making lady bugs, which
related to Year 1’s lessons about minibeasts and invertebrates.
It was certainly a very colourful half term!

This half term in ICT, Year 1 covered the
important topics of E-safety, Security and Ethics.
We learnt what kind of information is personal,
and that we should never give out personal
information to anyone on the internet. We also
discovered E-mail, and understood that the
internet gives us different ways to communicate
with other people, like friends and family, all over
the world! Now we know how to have fun using
technology in a safe way.

Next Half Term Curriculum Overview
What is coming next?
Year 1 Autumn Term 2018 (Nov - Dec)
English

Science, World Studies and Integrated Studies
Theme: Celebrations

Read Write Inc Phonics:
Streamed classes teaching differentiated Phonics, Spelling,
Reading, Grammar, Comprehension, and Writing lessons.
GVP (Grammar, Vocabulary & Punctuation)
 Punctuation and simple sentence structure
 Nouns and capital letters
 Connectives
 Plurals
 Verbs
 Determiners
 Prefixes
Handwriting
 Forming capital letters
 Forming numerical digits in correct direction
 Forming lower-case letters in correct direction
 Understanding which letters belong to which
‘handwriting families’

Physical Education
Tennis




Demonstrate agility during racket skills lessons
Demonstrate balance whilst using a tennis racket
Demonstrate coordination whilst playing floor tennis

ICT






Typing Basics skills
Use the keyboard correctly to type faster
Practice typing using Microsoft Word
Use typing master program & typing
games

Science
 Identify between an object and the material in which it is
made
 Describe the simple and physical properties of everyday
objects we use
 Identify differences in materials that we use
(transparent, translucent, opaque)
 Compare and group together a variety of everyday
materials on the basis of their simple physical properties
 Identify some of the sources of light
 Identifying the differences in taste
 Identify different celebratory activities
World Studies
 Be aware of the time line of celebrations in their lives
(past, present, future)
 Identify the celebrations in our locality
 Find countries around the world using maps
 Identify different celebrations from around the world
 Compare food from different cultures eaten during
celebrations
 Experience how food differs across cultures
 Learn about historical events celebrated in our country
Integrated Studies
 Learning about celebrations from all around the world
 Understanding some Celebrations' customs
 Learning about sources of light
 Integrating grammar, vocabulary, and punctuation

Music

Art



Ourselves: Exploring Sounds



Halloween project



Number: Beat



Papier mache



Animals: Pitch



Weaving



Weather: Exploring Sounds



Celebrating Christmas

Maths


Mental addition and subtraction



Problem solving, reasoning and algebra



Geometry, position and direction



Measurement



Mental multiplication and division



Number and place value

SEAL
Our next two themes will be ‘Getting on and Falling Out’ and
‘Going for Goals’.

Home Challenges and Trips
Home Challenges will relate to ‘Celebrations’ and will
integrate skills from English, Maths, Science and World
Studies.
Year 1 will go on a trip to Sitara where they will watch a
Christmas show, and participate in creative workshop
activities relating to ‘Celebrations’.

